Northiam, 

February ,  7th,  1914. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  RYE  RURAL 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  upon  the 
health  of  the  Rye  Rural  District. 

The  population  of  the  District  according  to  the  census  of  1911  was  7146,  and  I 
have  estimated  it  at  the  same  number  for  1913. 

The  number  in  receipt  of  in-door  relief  was  70  males,  42  females  and  48 
children  and  out-door  relief  was  given  to  89  families. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  during  the  year  1913  was 
90.  Residents  who  died  outside  the  District  numbered  four,  and  10  of  the  persons 
who  died  in  the  Union  Infirmary  did  not  previously  reside  in  the  Rural  District,  so 
we  are  left  with  a  nett  total  of  84*  deaths  belonging  to  the  District,  giving  a  nett  death 
rate  of  11*7  per  thousand  :  47  of  the  deaths  occurred  among  persons  aged  65  years  or 
over,  which  gives  a  senile  mortality  of  56  per  hundred  deaths. 

Measles  and  Diphtheria  each  accounted  for  one  death,  and  these  were  the  only 
deaths  due  to  zymotic  diseases ;  so  the  zymotic  death  rate  is  *28  per  thousand. 
Erysipelas  was  the  cause  of  one  death,  and  Influenza  was  certified  as  a  contributory 
cause  of  death  in  three  cases. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Epidemic  Diarrhoea. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  fever  ;  nor  were  any  cases  notified. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  certified  as  the  cause  of  two  deaths,  and  there  was 
one  other  death  due  to  Tuberculosis,  so  that  the  total  death  rate  due  to  Tuberculosis 
was  '4  per  thousand. 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs — chiefly  Bronchitis  in  old  people,  were 
responsible  for  15  deaths  giving  a  death  rate  of  2T  per  thousand;  and  organic 
Heart  disease  was  the  cause  of  10  deaths — mortality  1*4  per  thousand. 

There  were  nine  deaths  from  Cancer  and  Malignant  disease  which  gives  a 
death  rate  from  this  cause  of  1’3  per  thousand. 

There  was  one  death  by  suicide,  and  four  others  not  due  to  natural  causes. 

During  the  year  there  were  121  births  against  147  last  year,  and  the  birth  rate 
is  at  the  low  figure  of  17  per  thousand. 

The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  numbered  three,  giving  the  low  infant 
mortality  of  24*8  per  thousand  births. 

The  notification  of  Infectious  diseases  was  as  follows  : — 

Diphtheria:  Six  cases — One  in  Beckley,  four  in  one  house  in  Udimore  and  one  in 
Rye  F  'oreign  :  the  last  mentioned  five  cases  were  connected  with  one  another, 
and  were  associated  with  Sanitary  defects  which  have  been  remedied,  but  the 
infection  was  probably  brought  by  hop-pickers  :  the  cases  were  all  removed  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  origin  of  the  case  in  Beckley  was  obscure. 

Erysipelas:  Four  cases — One  fatal. 

Scarlet  Fever  :  Two  cases — One  at  East  Guldeford,  one  at  Camber.  The  case  at  East 
Guldeford  School  in  January  may  have  been  connected  with  the  case  at  the 
same  house  in  the  previous  August,  but  the  connection  was  not  clear.  The 
Infection  of  the  case  at  Camber  came  from  outside  the  District.  Both  cases 
were  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 1 Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  One  of  these 
cases  was  treated  for  six  months  at  a  Sanitonum  m  Ore  and  is  now  m  service. 
One  who  had  just  come  out  of  the  Hastings  VV orkhouse  was  sent  back  there  .  the 
other  case  was  unsuitable  for  Sanatorium  treatment  and  died,  ihere  were 
two  cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  notified  :  both  of  these  were  tieated 
at  home  with  satisfactory  results.  In  all  cases  the  houses  are  visited,  and  it 
decided  whether  or  not  the  conditions  are  suitable  for  home  treatment,  and 
whether  it  is  probable  that  other  members  of  the  family  are  affected. 
Subsequent  visits  are  paid  if  the  case  is  being  treated  at  home.  There  1S 
a  ward  in  the  Union  Infirmary  set  apart  for  the  treatment  of  cases  o 
Tuberculosis  from  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  Rye,  but  it  has  not  been 
used  for  any  case  from  the  Rural  District  during  the  year  There  aie  no 
other  facilities  in  the  District  for  the  Sanatorium  treatment  of  tuberculosis. 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  nor  of  Cerebrospinal  Meningitis  were  reported,  and 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  there  have  been  no  cases  of  Glanders,  Anthrax  01 
Hydrophobia  in  the  District,  but  they  are  not  included  in  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases. 

A  lar^e  number  of  cases  of  Measles  have  occurred  in  the  District  during  the 
year :  the  complaint  was  especially  prevalent  in  Playden  in  the  spring,  and  in. 
Northiam  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer. 

The  public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District  have  been  inspected  and  their 
sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  are,  generally,  speaking  satisfactory :  improvements 
have  been  recently  made  at  Peasmarsh  School  and  improvements  at  Northiam  School 
are  likely  to  be  carried  out  during  the  coming  year. 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  to  each  of  the  village  Post  Offices  for  distribution 
as  required,  and  disinfection  of  houses  and  clothing  by  lormahn  is  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  upon  the  termination  of  infectious  cases. 

The  conjoint  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  parish  of  Udimore  receives  cases  of 
infectious  disease  from  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  Rye  :  there  are  two  wards  of 
rtX“nd  five  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 

received  from  the  Rural  District  for  treatment  during  the  year. 

In  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  Small  Pox,  a  suitable  marquee  is  available  as  a 
temporary  hospital,  and  arrangements  are  in  existence  for  a  suitable  site  on  Cadboio 
Farm  in  the  Parish  of  Rye.  There  is  also  one  bed  in  the  Hastings  Small  Pox 
Hospital,  situated  in  Brede  Parish,  reserved  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  Rye. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  and  no  polluted  streams. 

The  Bakehouses,  Slaughterhouses,  Windmills  and  Quarries  in  the  District 
have  been  inspected  and  found  to  comply  with  the  Acts  of  Parliament  referring  to  them. 

I  have  systematically  inspected  the  District  and  find  that  the  sewerage  systems 
in  Northiam,  Peasmarsh,  Winchelsea,  Playden  and  Rye  Harbour  are  working 
satisfactorily:  an  extension  and  improvement  of  the  sewerage  system  in  Icklesham 
is  under  consideration.  The  rest  of  the  District  is  supplied  with  privies  and 
cesspools,  earth  closets,  or  sanitary  pails. 

As  regards  Water  Supplies-tlie  Water  lower  in  the  grounds  of  the  Rye 
Union  supplies  the  Workhouse  and  portions  of  Playden  and  Lye  I  oreign :  Rye 
Harbour  is  also  supplied  from  the  Borough  ot  Lye. 

The  supply  of  water  from  the  Winchelsea  Waterworks  has  been  adequate,  and 
application  has  been  made  by  the  Council  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  their 
sanction  to  expenditure  upon  additional  pumps  and  enlarging  the  engine  house.. 
The  rest  of  the  District  is  dependent  upon  wells  and  springs  for  its  supply  w  hich  is 
generally  inadequate  during  the  summer  months. 

The  houses  of  the  working  classes  in  the  District  are  generally  built  of  biick 
with  tiled  roofs,  and  contain  one  living  room,  with  scullery  and  two  bedrooms  or 
sometimes  three  bedrooms.  There  are  a  few  wooden  houses  and  some  are  thatched.. 
The  supplv  is  rather  deficient,  and  in  some  cases  farm  buildings  and  hop-pickers 
huts  have  been  occupied  by  families  or  single  men  for  several  months,  but  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  no  such  cases  exist  at  the  present  time.  1  here  is  a  sufficiency  ot 
open  space  about  the  houses,  and  the  surroundings  are  reasonably  clean,  luring  the 
year  four  new  cottages  and  three  rather  larger  houses  have  been  built  in  the  Distnct.. 
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Under  Section  17  (1)  of  the  Housing,  Town-Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909, 
inspection  of  houses  is  being  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  where  defects 
are  found  they  are  being  remedied. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  section  95 
Number  of  such  dwelling  houses  which  were  \  One  closed  by  owner  \ 

considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  to  >  One  defective  part  of  house  closed  >  3 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. )  One  under  consideration  ) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  representations  were  made  „ 

to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to  the  making  of  closing  orders  ® 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made 

by  the  Local  Authority  u 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  withont 

the  making  of  closing  orders  ^ 

Number  of  dwelling  houses,  which,  after  the  making  of  closing  orders, 

were  made  fit  for  human  habitation  ^ 


General  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  in  the  )  Drainage  and 

dwelling  houses  inspected  /  Closet  Accommodation. 

Number  of  informal  notices  90 

Number  of  statutory  notices  9 


The  defects  found  and  remedied  were  as  follows  : — 

Structural  Defects — roofs,  floors  and  windows  30 

Number  of  wells  repaired  12 

Repairs  to  sinks  and  sink  drains  31 

Privies  repaired  12 

Privies  converted  into  pail  and  earth  closets  15 

New  earth  closets  9 

Number  of  houses  found  without  separate  closet  accommodation  '  15 


The  number  of  registered  Dairymen  in  the  District  is  25,  and  the  average 
amount  of  milk  exported  is  300  gallons  per  diem.  Samples  of  milk  are  taken  at 
intervals,  but  no  cases  of  adulteration  have  been  found.  The  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 
are  inspected  twice  a  year,  and  the  regulations  as  to  cleansing  and  limewashing 
are  carried  out 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  assisted  in  the  Sanitary  administration 
of  the  District  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  by  the  Surveyor  who  also  acts  as  the 
Water  Engineer. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  Scholars  in  the  public  Elementary  Schools  in  the 
District  is  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  new  buildings,  tents,  vans  and  sheds  and  regulations  with 
respect  to  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milksliops  are  in  force  in  the  District. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  WYNNE, 

M.O.H.  Rye  Rural  District. 
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